186	NUMISMATIC   CHRONICLE.
since it was given to so many miscellaneous personages,
and in direct opposition to the religion of the true God,
who says, '' I am the Lord : that is my name ; and my
glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to
graven images."52 There was the famous magician, Apol-
lonius of Tyana, whose life is written by Philostratus;
Abraham, the father of the Hebrew nation, whose pre-
sence may perhaps be explained by the Syrian origin of
Alexander;&3 Orpheus, who is represented playing the
lyre to several animals, on some paintings of the cemetery
of St. Callistus/4 on some clay lamps,55 and on a stone
which was found in a Christian cemetery;56 Alexander
the Great, of whom Alexander Severus bore the same
name, because he was born in the temple dedicated to the
Macedonian conqueror,57 and Virgil, Cicero, and Achilles.58
53 Isaiah xlii. 8.
53	This may perhaps help to explain, as the Abbe* Greppo
(Trois Mem., etc., p. 2S2}note 1) has observed, the fact recorded
by Lampridius (in Alex. Sev. 28), of the insults which were
once addressed to him, the people calling him Syrum archi-
synagogum et archierea.
54	Bosio, Roma Sotterranea, p. 23U, 255.
55	perret, Les Catacombes de Rome, vol. iv. p. 17, note 1.   * -
56	Mamachij Origines etAntiguitates Christiana, vol.iii. p. SI,
note 2.
57	" Alexandri nomen accepit, quod in templo dicato apnd
Arcenam urhem Alexandro Magno,  natus esset, qivura casu
illuc die festo Alexandri pater cum uxore patrise solemnitatis
implendae causa venisset.    Oui rei argumentum est quod eadein
die natalem habet hie Mammaese Alexander, qua file Magnus
excessit £ vita."    Lamprid. in Alex. Sev. 5.
58	In all probability these images were Gnostic. Dean Milman
(Hist, of Christianityr, vol.iii. p. 390, note) says that there are only
two of our Lord Jesus Christ extant having any claims to authen-
ticity.   Those from the Chifflet collection are now considered to
represent Serapis.    The first is in the collection of M. Fortia
d'Urban; it is of stone, a kind of tessera with the bead of Christ,
young, beardless, and in profile, with the word XPISTOS and the

